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1.
EĬŔƣŸƖќƚШNote

Over the past two years, we have poured our 
hearts into crafting the tours you are about to 
discover in this magazine.

Masingini Forest is a hidden gem у a vibrant, yet 
fragile ecosystem that remains largely 
overlooked. It holds incredible natural beauty, but 
it is increasingly under threat from multiple 
pressures.

Developing tourism experiences in such a space 
is a delicate endeavor. It must be approached 
with deep love, care and respect to ensure that 
nature thrives, and local communities benefit in 
meaningful ways.

The tours presented here are the result of a 
heartfelt collaboration between the Kawa 
Foundation у its staff, students and graduates у 
Amo Zanzibar Tours & Safari, the Forestry 
Department and TUI Care Foundation. Each step 
of the journey was built with intention and a 
shared commitment to sustainability.

We hope you find as much joy in exploring these 
tours as we did in creating them.

Your support can help protect and preserve 
Masingini Forest.

Warm Regards,

Suzanne Degeling

Founder/Director

Kawa Foundation





2.
Masingini Forest
üċŰǍŔĤċƖќƚШĤĲƚƣШťĲƓƣШƚĲĦƖĲƣШƨŰƻĲŔũĲĬ

Zanzibar (Tanzania) is famous for its beautiful 
beaches and Swahili heritage and culture. Many 
ƓĲŸƓũĲШĬŸŰќƣШťŰŸƽШƣőċƣШŸŰũǃШΥШťůШŉƖŸůШƣőĲШƽŸƖũĬШ
heritage site Stone town is a forest of breath-
taking beauty. 

It is called Masingini Forest and is located on the 
highest part of Zanzibar; about 120 meters above 
sea level and covers 566 hectares. The landscape 
is characterized by more than 35 gorges. 

It is recognized for its high biodiversity of rare 
trees and various animal species including the 
Endemic Zanzibar Red Colobus Monkey 
(belonging to the group of most threatened 
primates in the world).The forest serves as the 
main water catchment for Stone Town and 
surrounding communities. 

Many of the plants and trees in the forest are 
unique to Zanzibar and have medicinal value.

The name Masingini means gullies, once caused 
by erosion but now covered again with trees. The 
forest is a deep route forest the land it literally 
held together by the roots of the trees.

Rainwater trinkles down the deep route system 
and finds itself in little cool water streams flowing 
all the way to the sea.

It is hard to describe how it feels to be immersed 
by the forest as you descend one of the gullies. 
The sounds of modern life disappear and are 
replaced with the sound of the deep enchanted 
forest, making you forget about any worries and 
just be.



ƣШ7ŔťĲШŔƣШcŔťĲШŔƣЯШƽĲќƖĲШůŸƖĲШƣőċŰШŢƨƚƣШċШƣŸƨƖШ
operatorт ƽĲќƖĲШċШƚŸĦŔċũШĲŰƣĲƖƓƖŔƚĲШĬƖŔƻĲŰШĤǃШċШ
passion for sustainable tourism and nature-based 
ĲǂƓĲƖŔĲŰĦĲƚЮШÅŸŸƣĲĬШŔŰШŸƨƖШũŸƻĲШŉŸƖШüċŰǍŔĤċƖќƚШ
stunning landscapes, we offer eco-friendly biking

 and hiking adventures that let you explore the 
island in a meaningful, low-impact way.

From scenic day trips to multi-day excursions, our 
tours are designed for all levels and interests. 
ìőĲƣőĲƖШǃŸƨќƖĲШƚĲĲťŔŰŊШċĬƻĲŰƣƨƖĲЯШċШŊƖĲĲŰĲƖШƽċǃШ
ƣŸШƣƖċƻĲũЯШŸƖШƚŔůƓũǃШƣőĲШŢŸǃШŸŉШĦǃĦũŔŰŊЯШƽĲќƻĲШŊŸƣШǃŸƨШ
covered. 

Our high-quality bike rentals and guided tours not 
only support local communities and promote eco-
conscious exploration but also help reduce traffic.

Bike it Hike it is a collaboration between Kawa 
Foundation and Amo Zanzibar Tours & Safari. Amo 
Zanzibar Tours & Safari have been supporting 
Kawa in more than many ways in the last 10 years. 
We are confident that together wecan bring 
cycling tourism, nature-based tourism, hiking in 
Zanzibar to the next level. In general, we stand for 
professional service, beautiful well thought out 
tours and making sure tourism has a positive 
impact on the nature and the community.

Bringing Nature based Tourism to a new level

Discover Zanzibar 
differently ш sustainably, 
actively, and authentically 
ш with Bike it Hike it.

3.





AMO Zanzibar Tours & Safari is a well-
established tour company, situated in the 
heart of Stone Town. Next to providing our 
guests with the best possible travel
experience, we also care deeply for our 
island, its people and its natural 
environment. Ecological and social 
sustainability as well as a personal touch of 
the Swahili culture are a MUST for us, and
are reflected in our unique, thoughtful 
itineraries. We are certified by Travelife and 
Responsible Tourism Tanzania т
proof of our dedication to sustainable 
tourism. You can find and give reviews and 
feedback on Trip Advisor. Together, we stand 
for thoughtful, ecologically and socially 
responsible tourism. For our guests, we 
open doors to experience the real, authentic 
Swahili culture and nature. Through the 
activities we offer, we strengthen and 
support the local community as well as
initiatives that engage in preserving the
natural environment. 

Noreen Chicon:
We are very exited about this new - 
extended partnership with Kawa Foundation 
ш it is not new; we have been working with 
Kawa for a long time and most of our staff 
was originally trained at Kawa. We are 
looking forward to make this a huge 
success.



Abuu Yussuf

Mo- lite Lucia

Meet 
the 

guides



4. 
Cycling Adventures

Embark on an exhilarating mountain 
biking journeys through the stunning 
landscapes of Zanzibar т in and around 
Masingini forest, all the way to the East, 
or West coast and Stonetown. The tours 
offer a blend of adventure, scenic beauty 
and cultural immersion, all while 
exploring the hills and villages nestled 
within the lush greenery.

The forest trails are for both beginners 
and experienced riders, featuring varied 
terrain that ranges from smooth paths to 
challenging inclines. Along the way, stop 
at villages where you can interact with 
locals, learn about their customs, and 
gain insight into the traditional lifestyles 
of the area. Enjoy the opportunity to 
taste local food

The tours are led by experienced guides 
who will ensure your safety while 
providing insights and stories that enrich 
your understanding of the area. 

We have cycling tours of different 
distances and activities that can be 
included in the tours.

16-kilometer bike ride with a guided walk through the Tui 
Forest Project, followed a ride through Masingini Forest, a 
spice tour, ruins of Sultan Barghash and a chance to swim 
in both a pool and the ocean as you watch the sunset. 
Ruins of Sultan Barghash bin Said al BuSaid: Discover the 
historical significance of the ruins, and the sultan's legacy 
and cultural heritage of the region. Explore the remnants of 
this historical site and enjoy panoramic views from the 
vantage point.
After your explorations, relax and unwind at the infinity 
swimming pool or take a dip in the ocean. Feel the 
refreshing water as you cool off from the day's activities.  
End your day with a breathtaking seaside sunset. 
An additional option: Sailing in a tradition Dhow boat during 
the Sunset to Stone town ( depending on the direction of 
the wind)

Masingini to the West coast Ą 16 km



Masingini Ą Stonetown 
14 km

This 14-kilometer mountain bike 
trail is a mix between mellow 
riding and real mountain biking т 
avoiding the main roads and 
traffic and a change to 
experience Swahili life as we 
meander through the suburbs of 
Zanzibar town on our way to 
Stonetown.

We have 2 choices, the one 
mentioned above and a similar 
ride with more hardcore 
mountain biking.

Masingini South Ą 
round tour 11 km

This round tour provides you 
with adventure, exercise, 
beautiful forest sceneries and 
village life.
Be ready to get sweaty and dirty 

for this exhilarating ride.

Masingini to the East 
coast 30 km

A 30- kilometer ride keeps 
you busy for the day. We pass 
through beautiful country 
side on some single track 
roads, stopping on the way to 
enjoy a delicious picknick in 
the comfort of a shady tree. 
The journey end with a well-
deserved cold drink and a 
beautiful view of a white 
sandy beach at the East 
coast


